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I Statehood Now Assured

The house has repeatedly passed statebood
Thursday the senate passed
It is not beliaved there

TATEHOOD is in sight at last.
messures, but the senate has until
its own statehood hill which now goes to conference.

will be any great difficulty in reaching an agreement between the two houses,

This is the enabling act, but the territories cannot be admitted as states
they hold constitutional conventions, adopt constitutions, and secure the approval
of president and congress to all the preliminary acts. The forward path is clearly
marked out and it is mow likely that the two terntories be proclaimed as
states on July 4, 1911

Arigona and New Mexico are the last remnants of {
ganized as states within the continental boundaries of They have been
deserving of statehood for many years, and the repeated viclation of pa plat-
forms has been anything but creditable to the dominant party. The long delay
hae enabled the Democrats to increase their stremgth in the termtones; both term-
tories would have been Republican without doubt 1f statehood had come sooner.
As it is now, both the new states will be fighting territory for a long time {o come.
The populstion iz about evenly divided between the two parties, a condition that
erdinanly makes good govérnment, since one party is an effective check upon
the other.

There will be four
{he pew states, and political prophets will be busy ffom now until the contest is
settled. The fight for control of the two legislatures, and hence for the election of
the four senators, will be about as hot a political coniest as was ever known in
this country. It is nnderstood by the ieaders of both parties that the party which
secures the government and the sensbership during the first years of statehood
will probably be dominant for many years {0 come. They are big prizes to fight for
and both the new states will engage intense national interest, owing to the national
political significance of ther electon results.

Statehood at last, and 750,000 American citizens will be given grudgingly and
belatedly the oppertumity to govern themselves, a right which has been unjustly
withheld from them during many weary Yyears

Under statehood both commonwealths will progress rap:’J!}- and stead:ly. The
stigmz of rawness and instability that has always been carried by the pame “tern-
tory” will now be removed. Mogt important of all for us, the southwest will hence-
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until

will

territorial possessions umnor-

the union.
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pew senmators and two new congressmen to be selected from

forth be sirongly represented at Washington, and our veice will
ters of mational as well as southwestern concern.

The whole pountry, and especially the eastern part, will benefit very greatly
by the imjection of hrozdminded, ¥igorous, stur dy western stock into the national
jawmaking bodies. Men from this part of the country “think nationally.” Their
horizon is broad, their sympathies guick and comprehenisve. They will introduce
2 powerful progressive element, both to advance the works of nght and progress,
and to redress WIomg.

e Ea_—

Whatever is done about the mew insurance tates, there should be no delay in
brieging the fire fighting system of the city up to standard. We need more fire
apparatus, more paid men, and more fire plugs. If the alarm system is deficient
in amy respect, it should be put in good repair. The fire marshal inspection service
is mecessary for everybody's protection.

be heard 1n mat-

An “Extra” \Vorthll\liﬂions

HE farmers in this valley a few years hence will be the real bloated capitalists

of the southwest, for they will own not only their lands with perpetual water

rights, but also water power worth many millions. Very little hss been said
in discussing the Rio Grande project about water power possi ibilities. Yet it will
be possible to develop upwards of 30,000 horse power practically and economically.
It may cost an extra million or two to instal the power plant, but the return to
the farmers will be perpeiuval a2t the rate of anywhere from $300,000 to $1,500,000
per yesr—estimates vary as 10 the selling value of water power per umit in this
saction, but it certainly will not be less than $10 per unit per year.

It is ssfe to say that the pet income from the water power will more than
tske care of all maintenance charges of the project; in other words, after the farm-
ers have made their ten payments and acquired ownership of the irrigation works,
there will be no more outlay for repairs or maintenance, for the receipts from water
power will take care of those costs

A few years hence the owner of land in this valley will have cause to regard
bimself as the most fortunate being on earth- Prices are mow ridiculously low,
comsidering the absoluiely certain increase to come within the mext
cepstruction work on the project goes forward.
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A deacon in Ziom City of Dowie fame was
snake znd trusted to prayers to save him, but he soon died in great agony.
evidently called for the wrong brand.

few wears as

bitten on the finger by a rattle-
He

I.et’'s Amend the Charter

F IT czn be lawfully done, all our proposed amendments to the city charter
should be presented to the legislature at the special session called for mext
month. There are three proposed” amendments of particular importance:

“elective™ school board
econd, to raise our tax

irst. and most important of all, is {o abelish the farcical *

gystem and substitute a board appointed by the mayor;

gate limit to 21-2 percent, the proportion allowed by the state constitutiop.
{This would increase our borrowing power by nearly $2,000,000, and make it pos-
sibie to carry out amy reasomable plan for mumupal waterworks extension and
mmprevement third, to change the time at which taxes become delinguent.

All these measures bave been talked over and are thoroughly understood.

position to

the legislature or from any other quarter.

any of them, and there would be no opposition in
It js highly important that the city
empowered through the necessary charter amendments to go
3 progressive work, [ is possible to gain the desired relef 3!
than wait another six months the
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